In the public schools today in many of the classrooms sit a number of children who are never able to take part in regular classroom work. In trying to solve this problem it is necessary, not only to study the differences which exist between the normal and retarded groups, but also to determine what is the relation of these differences to the child's success in physical training and manual training activities.
where differences exist between them and the normal group, and what is the nature of the differences. Teachers are often perplexed about these children, and are loath to send them to special classes. They often say "He's a nice child?he's fairly intelligent. He In trying to solve this problem it is necessary, not only to study the differences which exist between the normal and retarded groups, but also to determine what is the relation of these differences to the child's success in physical training and manual training activities.
It is popularly supposed that many children of low intellectual attainments possess an unusual ability to use their hands. Therefore many educators advocate motor education for backward children. Such an idea is contained in the popular slogan of one of our great institutions for the feeble-minded?"Heart, head, and hand."
The method of teaching in many of our special classes presupposes that retarded children always possess good manual ability. Since this is so, it is important to discover the validity of this supposition.
(9) In many special classes, an attempt to develop the mind through the training of the hands is the fundamental basis of all the work. For instance, the child is given material which is easily handled, and requires little fine muscular coordination. Probably the most widely used material is raffia. The child is trained to take strands of raffia and wrap them around cardboard frames.
In It is in the jumping ability of the three divisions that one sees the great difference, and always in favor of the normal child. In every age chart the normal child's curve is beyond that of both the backward and the disciplinary child. Especially is this evident in the case of the eleven-year group, where the average jump of the normal child is 14^ inches more than the backward child; and in the fifteen-year group, where the normal average is 15 inches more than that of the backward child, and 13J4 inches more than that of the disciplinary child. In every case the best jump was made by a normal child; and in the eleven, fourteen, and fifteen-year groups the lowest jump of a normal child is better than the lowest jump of a backward or disciplinary child. In the other two age groups the lowest jump of the normal child is the same as that of the disciplinary but higher than that of the backward child. The averages show that the normal child, on the average, jumps from 6^-to 13x/? inches further than the disciplinary child, and from 71/6 to 15 inches further than the backward boy. 
